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SUBJECT: JORDAN PHOSPHATE FERTILIZER PLANT 

REF: STATE 181116 

1 . JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO. LTD. (JPMC) HAS INFORMED 
EMBASSY THAT IT IS NOW HOLDING DISCUSSIONS WITH TWO CANDIDATES, 

ONE FRENCH AND ONE JAPANESE, TO REPLACE AGRICO. ONE OF THESE 

HAS SUBMITTED OFFER, DETAILS OF WHICH ARE NOT NOW KNOWN TO EMBASSY. 

2. IF VALLEY NITROGEN PRODUCERS (VNP) HAS SERIOUS INTEREST 
IN FERTILIZER PROJECT, IT SHOULD LOSE NO TIME IN CONTACTING: 

A) IFC IN WASHINGTON, AND B) MR. MAHMOUD MARDI, DIRECTOR. 

JORDAN FERTILIZER INDUSTRIES CO., LTD., TELEX: 1549 JFI JO. 

VNP SHOULD BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS BOTH SOLELY TECHNICAL AND 
MANAGERIAL ASSISTANCE AND SUCH ASSISTANCE COMBINED WITH EQUITY. 

AT THIS TIME, IT APPEARS THAT ANY EQUITY PARTICIPATION REQUIRED 
WOULD BE IN RANGE OF 5 PERCENT OF TOTAL. HOWEVER, TOTAL 
EQUITY IN PROJECT IS STILL UNDECIDED. 

3. FYI. BOTH JAPANESE AND FRENCH FIRMS ARE THEMSELVES 
PHOSPHATIC FERTILIZER PRODUCERS AND ARE LIKELY THEREFORE TO BE 
INITIALLY MORE ATTRACTIVE ASSOCIATES FOR JPMC THAN VNP, WHICH 
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WE UNDERSTAND DOES NOT HAVE THIS EXPERIENCE. HOWEVER. DESPITE 
APPARENT ADVANTAGE OF COMPETITION, HISTORY OF PHOSPHATE FERTILIZER 
PROJECT INDICATES VNP SHOULD PURSUE ITS INTEREST. END FYI. 
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